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The Narrative Terrain
of AI and New Tech 

AI Narratives in history
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Key Narratives impacting current 
AI development
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Alternative and Resistant AI Narratives
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AI as Anti-Politics: An original essay 
from Daniel Stanley, Future Narratives Lab
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10 Global Majority Case Studies:
How Are People Creatively
Engaging Now?
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Innovating in 
Journalism and 
fact-based 
storytelling
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Innovating in 
narrative and civic 
engagement
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Narrative Approaches, Case 

Studies and Key Learnings 

Coopting: Harnessing popular culture 
and new technologies for resistance
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Countering: Education and Campaigning 
against Surveillance and Digital Attacks
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Innovating: Innovating in Journalism 
and fact-based storytelling
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Innovating in narrative and civic engagement
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A Toolkit of Tactics:
Co-opting, Countering 
and Innovating

From the Hyperlocal
to the Transnational
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Detail on Case Studies: How are Organizations Engaging Now?
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A work of fiction can be an effective catalyst 
of constructive public conversations, reframe 
collective values, and reopen the relationship 
between popular culture, entertainment, 
memory, and social justice”

“
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Narratives that invite emotional participation 
through humor, curiosity, and indignation offer 
the audience a pathway for change.”

A potentially powerful new capacity for civil 
society organisations to understand their 
audiences and develop more effective 
messaging”
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Resistance refers not only to reporting on 
social protest but also to narrating the 
everyday lives of those who build alternatives 
and sustain care in times of crisis"
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• The Political Present (responding to the fast-paced, chaotic agenda of the political right, 
but avoiding reactive responses);

• Qualitative Analysis (Prioritizing re�ection and qualitative analysis over breaking news
urgency, aiming to set the agenda rather than chase it), and

• Timeless Work (producing cultural and political content that transcends current events,
amplifying marginalized voices and fostering collective hope).
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The work of liberation, then and now, 
depends on the networks we build to 
carry the struggle forward”

“

“
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How can a small, independent outlet keep 
doing journalism when online attention 
markets reward outrage? What would it look 
like to create offline formats spaces where 
audiences slow down, listen together, and 
deliberate?”

To ‘stay’ is not merely to endure; it is to 
hold ground and shift the conditions of 
information and narrative battle”
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Resilience against digital authoritarianism is 
not only about correcting facts but also about 
shaping narratives that reinforce pluralism, 
dignity, and collective agency.”
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[Narrative] practices are not substitutes for 
political organising. They are the infrastructure 
through which civic life continues when formal 
repertoires become constrained. Narrative 
keeps imagination alive, sustains relationships, 
and supports continuity in a landscape of 
shifting attention and reduced visibility.”
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Queer storytelling in Nigeria is not merely about 
representation, but about reclaiming agency, 
reimagining freedom, and rewriting the social 
imagination of what justice looks like.”
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